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Inspiring a passion for learning
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Directly from

Punum’s Desk…
Understanding the Montessori
Environment (5)
MATHEMATICS
Montessori believed that children
have ‘mathematical minds’ and she
revolutionized the way in which
mathematics is taught. She developed
a wonderful set of materials, many of
which have now been copied by
educators throughout the world. The
mathematical concept is presented
firstly in a very concrete form
followed by the abstract written
version. The materials for
mathematics introduce the concept of
quantity and the symbols 1 through to
10. Then, using a variety of beads and
symbol cards, the child becomes
familiar with the numbers as a
decimal system by means including
concrete experiences with the
operation of addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division. These
operations not only teach the child to
calculate, but they provide a deep
understanding of how numbers
function.
LANGUAGE
Montessori was a great believer in
indirect preparation. By this we mean
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that she found clever ways in
which children can learn how to do
things without even realizing that
that is what they are doing. For
example, she created sets of metal
insets that children use for
drawing but that actually help
form the fine motor skills for
subsequent writing. Many of the
practical
life
and
sensorial
exercises were designed with this
in mind. When the child is ready,
we begin to teach the phonetic
sounds of the letters; then we move
on
to
word
building
and
recognition, and then book reading.
She found that writing comes as
part of the child’s natural desire to
express his or her new knowledge
and
nearly
always
precedes
reading. One of the most wonderful
times for children and teachers is
when
ns the children share the
excitement of finding that they can
put their thoughts down on paper
and there is a subsequent
explosion into emergent writing.
A unique aspect of MCI is our
strong emphasis on world cultures
and language acquisition. The
ability to speak more than one
language will not only improve the
child’s academic performance but
will also contribute to him
becoming a global citizen.
Multilingualism optimizes brain
function and keeps the brain
flexible. It is no wonder then that
the University of Colorado has
taken an interest in our program
and is investing time and energy
conduction research with us.

Montessori Casa International
MUFFINS WITH MOM
We would like to invite all
moms and grandmas to join
us on May 5th, 2017 from
8am – 9am. Come and
share a snack with your
child
and
receive
a
presentation or two!
Montessori Casa International
May 2017
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Muffins with Mom

29

Memorial Day – NO
SCHOOL

31

End of the year picnic
and last day of school.
M

