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Directly from

Punum’s Desk…
Understanding the Montessori
Environment (3)
LIFE SKILLS
Maria Montessori saw that very young
children are frequently frustrated in
their attempts to do things for
themselves and that what they need is
to have specific exercises, as closely
linked to real life as possible, that
allow them to master the tasks that
they see going on around them in
everyday life. She also saw that, unlike
the adults in their lives, the children
are not interested in achieving end
results as quickly as possible, but are
far more interested in the learning
processes. As a result they will happily
repeat exercises again and again until
they feel satisfied. Practical life
activities are therefore an important
part of the Montessori environment.
The young child is attracted to
activities that he sees going on around
him and that gives him independence
and control of his own life. She
therefore introduced into her
classroom materials and exercises
that allow children the maximum
possible opportunity to learn how to
both look after themselves and their
environment. In the practical life area
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you will see things such as special
frames to help children learn to do
up and undo clothes, lots of
spooning and pouring exercises,
stirring, whisking and grating
trays, cutting and threading
activities and many other activities
that children see going on around
them at home. Practical life also
includes helping children do other
important tasks such as opening
and closing doors, carrying trays
and chairs, washing and drying
hands, caring for books and
blowing noses.
In fact when Montessori gave a
lesson on blowing noses in the first
Casa dei Bambini she received
ns cheer from the children.
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Children are always being rebuked
about keeping their nose clean but
no one has taught them how to do
it. This made her realize that even
small children had a great sense of
personal dignity. Montessori
always emphasized the respect for
even the youngest child.
At MCI, we take great pride in our
Practical Life shelves. I believe it is
the soul of the classroom and the
longer we can keep a child here,
the stronger will be his foundation
for developing independence,
concentration, self esteem and
confidence, respect for himself,
others and the environment.

Montessori Casa International
DONUTS with DAD
On March 23rd, we invite all
Dads and Grandpas to our
school. We will start at 8am with
a little snack and then invite you
for a lesson or two. This is a
special time for you to share
with your children and we hope
you can attend.

Montessori Casa International
March 2018
23

Donuts with Dad

26 – 30 SPRING BREAK – NO
SCHOOL

BACK TO SCHOOL – APRIL
3rd
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