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Directly from

Punum’s Desk…
Understanding the Montessori
Environment (4)
THE SENSORIAL MATERIALS
The need for order, exactness, selfcorrection and quiet reflection – all
are qualities that Maria Montessori
saw are needed in order for children
to develop as they should. When she
saw that children are particularly
drawn to certain activities she then
concentrated on developing materials
that would extend that interest. She
carefully took each of the senses and
thought how best she could help the
children to clarify and expand their
existing experiences. By isolating
specific qualities in the materials and
by grading each set in ever-refined
series, she was able to give the
children the ability to increasingly
refine each of their senses. For
example:
Visual: Knobbed Cylinders
Tactile: Touch Fabrics
Auditory: Sound Cylinders
Olfactory: Smell Jars
Gustatory: Taste Jars

VOLUME 60
Many of the exercises in this area
are also indirect preparations for
later mathematics and language
work as they enable the child to
order, classify, seriate and describe
sensory impressions in relation to
length, width, temperature, mass
and color.
This is the reason why at MCI, the
sensorial and math areas are next
to each other. We want the
children to be able to make
connections. For example, to see
the similarities between the Red
Rods and the Number Rods and
this provides the teacher with the
indicator that the child is now
ready for math.
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The sensorial materials also help
develop creativity. Once the child
has had the initial presentation
they are encouraged to work with
them on their own. What this does,
more often than not, is to motivate
the child to combine the materials
and see how they go together. This
is an amazing process for one
creation leads to another and then
they start to see how they could
possibly bring in some other
materials too. At MCI, we
encourage creativity to flow as I
think it teaches children to think
outside the box. There are two
rules they must follow: respect for
the materials and their peers.

Montessori Casa International
Parent Teacher Conferences
The sign up forms for Parent
Teacher Conferences will be in the
hallway on Tuesday, April 4th.
Please sign up when you come to
either pick up or drop off your
child. We look forward to seeing
you then!
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Professional
Development– SCHOOL
CLOSED

13 & 14 PT Conferences –
NO SCHOOL
M

