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Directly from

Punum’s Desk…
Art is a means of processing life and
expressing new experiences and feelings
through a physical material and is a
fundamental part of our natural
developmental process. For children,
developing this creative outlet is just as
important a method of communication as
is developing language skills.
Undoubtedly, encouraging children to
explore their creative side leads to
success in reading and writing,
introduces basic math and science
concepts, and builds confidence and
self-esteem, as well as social skills. By
including ‘Arts’ in the curriculum a
balanced development of the individual
is promoted.
Unfortunately, modern society places
more value on scientific achievements,
whereby memorized multiplication
tables are more important than a selfanalysis of Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s “On
the Terrace” (1881). The director of
Montessori ‘Assistants to Infancy’
training, Dr. Silvano Montanaro explains
that such thinking only serves to understimulate one half of the brain’s abilities.
Each hemisphere of the brain controls
different functions: the left side relates
to logic, reason and verbal expression,
while the right side is more intuitive,
relating to non-verbal expressions such
as music, movements and art. It is thus
imperative that a person exercises both
hemispheres to achieve his/her potential.
By encouraging the child to make full
use of his creative powers, his
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learning in every field is enhanced
and fuller consciousness, deeper
understanding and more effective
communication of ideas is permitted.
Art not only supports the holistic
development of the child; it is
essential to it.
Maria Montessori (1870 – 1952)
believed that a child’s artistic
development should always be
regarded in the context of his overall
education. It is just one avenue of his
growth and, as with all other
activities, should be carefully
observed and recorded so that the
teacher can be more fully aware of
his level of progress. She said that:
“we do not teach a child to paint or
draw simply by giving him a
paintbrush or a pencil but by giving
him the opportunity to prepare his
ns
means
of expression” (Montessori,
1988, p. 281). Montessori also
expected the teachers themselves to
be connoisseurs of art. In “The
Montessori Elementary Material
Volume 2”, she wrote
“Our teachers…should be cultivators
of the fine arts. For in our method art
is considered a means to life. It is
beauty in all its forms which helps
the inner man to grow.”
At MCI, the children have been
exposed to Van Gogh, Degas, Klimt,
Mondrian, Still, and Matisse, Pollock
and Kandinsky are yet to come. This
month we take their understanding to
a different level. Please join us for
this lecture.
For a full edition of this article,
please contact Punum Bhatia.

Montessori Casa International
Parent Teacher Conferences
The sign up forms for Parent
Teacher Conferences will be in the
hallway on Monday, April 4th.
Please sign up when you come to
either pick up or drop off your
child. We look forward to seeing
you then!
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Spring Break – SCHOOL
CLOSED

13 Parent Education
14 & 15 PT Conferences –
NO SCHOOL
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