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Valentine’s	  Day	  
We	   will	   be	   celebrating	  
Valentine’s	   Day	   with	   a	  
Paddington	   Bear	   Tea	   Party.	   If	  
you	   would	   like	   to	   send	   in	  
Valentine	  cards	  for	  the	  children,	  
we	  do	  request	  that	  you	  send	  it	  at	  
least	  a	  few	  days	  early	  so	  that	  the	  
teachers	  can	  get	  organized.	  
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Inspiring a passion for learning 
	  

Directly  from  

            Punum’s  Desk…  
The Importance of the Kindergarten 

Year in the Montessori Classroom 

We understand parent’s dilemna at this 
time of the year to switch schools  but 
have this plea to make: having invested in 
Montessori thus far, the long-term benefits 
of staying for the Kindergarten year 
cannot be stressed enough. 

The third year is critical in the Early 
Childhood Montessori program. This is 
the year when children’s earlier 
experiences are internalized and 
reinforced and when children begin to 
take the first steps of moving from very 
concrete learning to learning that is more 
abstract. When children leave Montessori 
for traditional Kindergarten, much of what 
they have been learning fades away 
because they have not yet makde the 
passage to abstract understanding. 

One really important difference between 
what Montessori offers the five-year-old 
and what is offered by many of today’s 
Kindergarten programs has to do with 

how it helps the young child learn how to 
learn. Educational research has 

increasingly shown that students in many 
schools don’t really understand most of 

what they are being taught. They give the 
children exercises and drills that result in 

their getting answers on tests that look 
like they are understanding. Montessori, 

 on the other hand, is focused on 
teaching for understanding. Research 
is very clear that young children learn 
by observing and manipulating their 
environment, not through text books 
and workbook exercises. The 
Montessori materials give the child 
concrete sensorial impressions of 
abstract concepts that become the 
foundation for a lifetime of 
understanding.  

Five year olds are beginning to reflect 
upon the world. They pay closer 
attention, notice more details, ask more 
questions, and begin to explain the 
world in their own terms. The 
Kindergarten year is a time when the 
child begins to integrate everything she 
learned in the first few years. 

Academic progress is not our ultimate 
goal. At MCI, we strive at developing 
character. Our goal is not ensuring that 
children develop at a predetermined 
rate, but to ensure that whatever they 
do, they do well and feel good about 
themselves as learners. For more 
information, please see our school 
video on website.   

RE-ENROLLMENT 

Thank you to the families that have 
sent in their re-enrollment papers 
before the January 31st deadline. We 
appreciate it very much. If you have 
not yet done so, we urge you to do so 
asap. We will now be opening spots to 
those on our wait list. 

	  

	  

February 2015 

13  Valentine’s Day 

16 President’s Day 

NO SCHOOL 

19 Chinese New Year  

   

 


